Atlantoaxial malformation in a half-Arabian colt.
A 1-year-old half-Arabian colt was referred for evaluation of a cranial cervical abnormality. Physical examination revealed the left wing of the atlas to be more ventral than the right wing. A head tilt, with the pole deviated to the left, was present because of the malpositioned atlas. Neurologic examination identified symmetrical weakness, ataxia, and proprioceptive deficits in all four limbs. Radiographs of the cranial cervical region revealed fusion of the atlas and axis, and deviation of the atlantoaxial joint to the left of the median plane. Euthanasia was elected. Necropsy confirmed the radiographic findings. The atlas was rotated 20 degrees counterclockwise when viewed from the caudal aspect. Multifocal myelomalacia was present in the first and second cervical spinal cord segments. The malformation was believed to be due to a degenerative process or abnormal embryological development.